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Contest yields three winners for best local paddy
Khmer Times : 05 February 2019

The third Best Paddy Competition came to an end Friday, crowning agricultural

communities in three provinces for their jasmine, fragrant or IR rice varieties.

Organised by the Cambodian Rice Federation (CRF), the competition gave awards

in three categories — phka romdoul (jasmine rice), sen kra oub (fragrant rice), and
IR. The best phka romdoul paddy rice award was given to an agricultural community in Takeo
province, while the awards for sen kra oub and IR went to communities in Battambang and
Kampong Chhnang provinces, respectively. Read more...

Vietnam loses out on global market without rice brand
Vietnam Plus : 11 February 2019

Trung An Hi-tech Farming JSC in the Mekong Delta has been exporting rice under

foreign brand names for many years though it is itself one of the biggest rice ex-

porters in Vietnam.Speaking to the media on the sidelines of the third Vietnamese

Rice Festival in Long An province last December, Pham Thai Binh, the company’s
director, said to let consumers know about Vietnamese rice products, exporters like his compa-
ny have to be able to show consumers their brand logos. Read more...

Exporters blame EU tariffs for 5 pct drop in rice shipments

Khmer Times : 13 February 2019

During the first year, the EU is levying 175 euros ($199.5) per tonne on imports of

Cambodian rice. 150 euros ($171) will be charged in the second year, and 125 eu-

ros ($142.5) in the last. Hun Lak, vice president of Cambodia Rice Federation, said

orders of Cambodian rice abroad saw a decline last month because international
buyers were busy preparing for holidays like the Chinese New Year and the Vietnamese New
Year, but also because the EU tariffs went into effect. Read more...

THAI CABINET NOD TO ASSISTANCE FOR RICE FARMERS

Thai visa : 13 February 2019

Apart from a 275 million-baht budget, the Cabinet approved a project to maintain

the quantity and quality of Thai Jasmine rice for the 2019/2020 production year.

The budget will be spent on rice grain for the farmers whose rice was damaged

during the 2018-2019 production year. Five kilos of rice grain/rai will be given to
the farmers. Read more...

In the Philippines, where ‘rice is life’

Latime : 14 February 2019

The Philippines has long touted the idea of self-sufficiency in rice, an essential
staple here at the heart of every breakfast, lunch and dinner. Read more...

Government seeks to boost rice exports

Phnom Penh Post : 21 February 2019

Prime Minister Hun Sen said the government will take more action to raise the
Kingdom’s rice exports, including reducing production costs and boosting market
competitiveness. Speaking at a meeting with garment workers in Kandal province
on Wednesday, Prime Minister Hun Sen said Cambodia’s rice exports could not
reach one million tonnes per annum due to strong international market competition. Read more...

Cambodia rice export up 1.9 pct in 1st two months

Xinhua : 08 March 2019

Cambodia exported 112,486 tons of milled rice in the first two months of 2019,

an increase of 1.9 percent over the same period last year, according to an official
report on Friday. China is the biggest buyer of Cambodia rice, said the report from
the Secretariat of One Window Service for Rice Export. Read more...

Philippines set to be world’s 2nd largest rice importer

PhilStar : 11 March 2019

The Philippines is once again setting record levels in terms of buying rice in the

world market as it is expected to be the second-largest global importer this year at

2.6 million metric tons (MMT) of rice. After the 2008 rice crisis, the Philippines is

now seen sourcing some 2.6 million MT after the removal of quantitative restric-
tions on Filipinos” basic commodity. Read more...

Philippines set to be world’s 2nd largest rice importer

PhilStar : 11 March 2019

The Philippines is once again setting record levels in terms of buying rice in the

world market as it is expected to be the second-largest global importer this year at

2.6 million metric tons (MMT) of rice. After the 2008 rice crisis, the Philippines is

now seen sourcing some 2.6 million MT after the removal of quantitative restric-
tions on Filipinos’ basic commodity. Read more...

Cambodia’s agriculture sector must supply own raw materials
The Phnom Penh Post : 04 February 2019

Agricultural sector insiders said relying on neighbouring markets to source raw
materials for Cambodia’s agriculture products is a short-term strategy that needs to
be managed. Read more...

Facebook | Website

Premier urges rice traders to focus on China and Vietnam
Khmer Times : 04 March 2019

Prime Minister Hun Sen on Friday said that rice exporters should turn to China

and Vietnam in an effort to diversify the export market away from the European

Union. Speaking at the groundbreaking of a China-funded hospital in Tboung

Khmum province, Mr Hun Sen said exporting more to China and Vietnam is key
to the survival of the sector after the EU imposed tariffs on Cambodian rice and initiated the
process to temporarily halt the country’s preferential trade status. Read more...

Farmers told not to plant next rice crop
The Phnom Penh Post : 12 March 2019

THE Ministry of Environment has told Cambodian rice farmers to refrain from

planting crops in the midst of a drought heightened by record temperatures due to

this year’s El Nino phenomenon. Temperatures are expected to peak in April and

May. “Every year, [farmers usually] harvest crops several times [each year], but due
to the impact from El Nino this year, the government is appealing to people not to plant during
this period,” Neth Pheaktra, the spokesman and secretary of state for the Minister of Environ-
ment, told The Post. Read more...

Loans of $50M boost the rice sector last year
The Phnom Penh Post : 01 March 2019

The state-owned Rural Development Bank (RDB) distributed $50 million in loans
to private rice millers last year to sustain the paddy market for farmers, according
to RDB CEO Kao Thach. Thach told The Post on Thursday that despite many prov-
inces in the Kingdom facing drought, the demand for loans remains high.
“Our loans have already been released to rice millers. Since we have better options compared to
commercial banks, we need to look for more funds to meet the needs of the rice industry” Read
more...

VN central bank urges more support for rice farmers
Vietnam.net : 07 March 2019

Under the central bank’s Document 1289, commercial banks should boost the

deployment of the credit policy for agricultural and rural development in line with

the Government’s decrees 55 and 116. Besides this, the central bank asked lenders

to focus on giving loans geared toward developing the connectivity model from
production to consumption and to implement Decision 68 on supportive policies on the reduc-
tion of losses in agriculture. Read more...

Drought warning leads Cambodian government to tell rice farmers not to plant

Cambodian rice farmers should refrain from planting crops because of a drought and record
high temperatures. The cause is this year’s El Nino with temperatures expected to peak in April
and May, warned Neth Pheaktra, spokesman and secretary of state for the Cambodian Environ-
ment Ministry.

Communities in 16 provinces around the Kingdom have reported water shortages due to higher
than average temperatures — a stark reality in a nation more used to dealing with floods than
droughts. Read more...

Provinces hit by drought

Ministry spokesman Chan Youttha yesterday said
during a working visit to Banteay Meanchey prov-
ince that the drought is not widespread.

“The provinces facing drought are Prey Veng,
Preah Vihear, Battambang, Koh Kong, Kampong
Thom and Oddor Meanchey, but it does not mean
the drought is widespread and only some villages
or communes are facing a water shortage,” he said.
Mr Youttha said the ministry and the local au-
thorities are helping to provide water to affected
areas by digging wells and ponds.

Read more...

Farmers say Vietnamese rice variety gives better returns
Bangkok Post : 08 March 2019

Suthep Khongmak, chairman of the Thai Rice Growers Association, said on

Friday that he had recently visited Nakhon Sawan and talked with farmers who

were planting Vietnamese fragrant rice variety Jasmine 85, known locally as Hom

Phuang rice. Rumours had it that the Rice Department had sent a letter seeking
cooperation from rice mills to force the price down as the variety was not a native grain and not
registered in the country, Mr Suthep said. Read more...

Cambodian Farmers Struggle Against Changing Climate
Voa : 23 February 2019

On February 20, Prime Minister Hun Sen called on farmers to stop rice farming

during the dry season this year due to the drought.

“I want to call on all authorities to advise all people not to do dry-season rice farm-

ing... Please do farming only one time this year because we do not have enough
water,;” Hun Sen told thousands of garment workers in Kandal province, adding that Cambodia
will face severe drought and water shortages this year. Read more...
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